Logan Airside Improvements 
iatlalaliare 


Boston 
Logan 
International 
Airport 


LOGAN AIRSIDE IMPROVEMENTS PLANNING PROJECT 
BOSTON-LOGAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


Submitted Pursuant to 
42 USC. § 4332(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act; 49 USC. § 47106 (c) (1) (C) 


by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
June 2002 


Abstract: 

The Logan Airside Improvements Planning Project addresses improvements designed to reduce current and 
projected levels of aircraft delay and improve operational efficiency of Logan International Airport in Boston, 
Massachusetts. The Proposed Action (Preferred Alternative) involves: a new unidirectional Runway 14/32; a new 
centerfield taxiway; reconfiguration of the southwest corner taxiway system; extension of existing Taxiway Delta; and 
realignment of existing Taxiway November. The proposed unidirectional Runway 14/32 would reduce delays by 
enabling air traffic controllers to maintain a two-or three-runway operating configuration during periods of moderate 
to high northwest winds. The taxiway improvements would reduce delay by reducing taxiway congestion and 
facilitating more efficient movement of aircraft. The Preferred Alternative also includes reducing the approach 
minimums on four existing runways (22L, 27, 15R and 33L) in order to make them more reliable during adverse 
weather conditions, thereby enhancing safety. The Preferred Alternative will generally result in improvements to 
noise and air quality emission levels when compared to the No Action Alternative by orienting more landings and 
takeoffs over water, reducing noise levels in the residential areas that experience the highest noise impacts, and 
reducing the time aircraft spend idling on the taxiways. Sound insulation is proposed for residences newly qualifying 
for the FAA’s sound insulation program as a result of the Preferred Alternative. FAA also proposes a wind restriction 
on the use of Runway 14/32 as a mitigation measure to prevent major changes in runway utilization that would occur 
with an unrestricted Preferred Alternative and the current Preferential Runway Advisory System (PRAS), which will 
be updated. In addition, FAA proposes to conduct a study to evaluate potential beneficial operational procedures 
that would preserve or improve the operational and environmental benefits of the Centerfield Taxiway. FAA would 
defer any decision concerning the Centerfield Taxiway until after the study was completed. 


In February 1999, the FAA jointly prepared, with the Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport), a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Airside Project for federal and state 
environmental review. In January 2000, in response to the FAA’s review of the Draft EIS/EIR, the FAA called for 
preparation of a Supplemental Draft EIS (Supplemental DEIS) to be developed after a panel review process 
established by the FAA Administrator. The Supplemental DEIS/Final EIR was filed in March 2001 and included 
analysis specified by the FAA based upon a special set of work tasks developed as a result of the Supplemental 
DEIS panel review process and comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR. 


This Final EIS expressly relies upon and incorporates by reference the Airside Project Draft EIS/EIR and the 
Supplemental DEIS/FEIR and does not attempt to repeat that foundational information and analysis, except as 
necessary to support the conclusions of this Final EIS. This Final ElS includes responses to the comment letters 
received on the Supplemental DEIS/FEIR, and, in addition, provides technical analysis and clarification of project 
issues raised in the review of the Supplemental DEIS. The proposed mitigation program is also described. 


Comments 

There will be an opportunity to comment until and including July 28, 2002. Comments may be hand-delivered or 
mailed to: Federal Aviation Administration 

(ATTN: John Silva, ANE-600) at the address referenced below. 


For additional information contact: 


Mr. John Silva 

Manager, Environmental Programs 
Federal Aviation Administration 

12 New England Executive Park 
Burlington, MA 01803 
781-238-7602 
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